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Editor’s Note

The dates listed in this book are
chronicled Bc, meaning “before Christ,”
and AD, meaning "anno Domini,"” or

“in the year of the Lord.” However,
much of the non-Christian world uses
Ck (“*Common Era") and sCE (“Before
the Common Era”) to designate eras

Introduction and section openers written by
Geoffrey Marshall-Taylor
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THE OLD
TESTAMENT

[N THE BEGINNING
GOD CREATED THE
HEAVEN
AND THE EARTH.

GENESIS 1:1




THe OLp TESTAMENT

IN ONE IMPORTANT way the
people of lsrael (the Hebrews) were
different from others. Instead of
many gods, they believed that there

1 was only one God, a divine God. The
Abraham  Bible tells how God made this special

promise, or covenant, with Abraham
and his descendants, the people of Israel: "I will
establish my covenant as an everlasting covenant
between me and you, and your descendants after
you, to be your God."

On Mounr Sinai, God gave to Moses the main
laws which the people were to follow: these “Ten
Commandments,” as they are called, are abour
ways of honoring God and rtreating others. There
were also laws, or rules, covering many aspects of
daily life from marriage to owning property. The
Israclites believed that you could worship God
not just in prayers and services, but by the way
you lived your daily life.

The Ark of the Covenant
The Ten Commandments were written on two
pieces of stone and were very precious to the
Israelites. They kept them in a golden box called
the “Ark of the Covenant.” The Ark was also
important to them, because it reminded them of
God's covenant that he would be with them.
Because the people of Israel spent many years
traveling before they
found a place to

settle, they made a

portable tent, or

“tabernacle,"

which they could

ser up anywhere.

The Ark was kept

in this tent, and in
the area around it

The priests carry the sacrifices and prayers
box comaining the were made each day 1o

Ten Commandments. G4 This was the most
important place of worship for the lsraelires.

The tabernacle measured 45 feet (14 m) long,
13 feet (4 m) wide, and 16 feet (5 m) high. It was
made of a wooden frame and covered with rich
linen marerial in blue, purple, and scarlet.

Ower this were waterproof coverings. Inside, the
tabernacle was divided into two rooms. The
smaller of these was called the “most holy place™
or the “Holy of Holies.” Only the high priest was

THE TABERNACLE
Holy of Holies Ark of the Covenant
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allowed into it and that was only once a year on
the Day of Atonement. It was in this room that
the Ark of the Covenant was kept.

In the other, larger room was a bronze altar on
which incense was burned each morning and
evening. There was also a seven-branched gold
lampstand, called a menorah, and a gold rable on
which, once a week, 12 loaves of bread were
placed, one for each of the 12 tribes of Israel.

The tabernacle stood in
a courtyard that was 54
yards (50 m) long and
27 yards (25 m) wide.
Here, on a large altar, the
priests burned animal
sacrifices in their worship
of God. Before the priests
entered the tabernacle or
offered a sacrifice, they
washed their hands in a
basin, called a laver.

Inside the tabernacle was
the menorah, a seven-

| branched lampstand.
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Many years later, when the people of Israel
were no longer traveling all the time, King David
decided ro build a temple in Jerusalem where the
Ark of the Covenant could be kept and Gad

KING SOLOMON'S TEMPLE
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could be worshiped. It was David’s son,
Solomon, who ordered the temple to be built,
along the lines of

the tabernacle. When
it was finished, King
Solomon led a grand
service to dedicate the
temple to God.

A second temple
replaced Solomon's in
515 BC, but the last
Temple was built by
King Herod the Great
about 9 BC. This was Isvacl was the building of
much bigger and grander  the temple in Jerusalem.
than the previous ones. It was destroyed by the
Romans in Ap 70.

Herod's Temple had several extra courtyards in
addition to the one for priests: these were the
Court of Women - the nearest that women could

Solomeom’s greatest
achievement as king of

TESTAMENT

[

go to the “Holy of Holies” — and the Court of the
Gentiles - the nearest people who were not Jews
(Gentiles) could go. Although there were prayers
and sacrifices every day, the temple was

HEROD'S TEMPLE
Holy place Hudy of Halies: the high
! Prigst enters here only on
_the Day of Atmement

Inner cotirt

Court of
the Pricsts

Coert of Women

especially full ar religious festivals. Often Psalms
were sung by people as they went ro the remple.

AT THE WESTERN WALL
This man is praying at the Western Wall. The shophar, or

ram's horn, is blown at the start of a Jewish religious festival,
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The Creation

3 N THE BEGINNING God created heaven and earth. Water lay deep over the

surface of the earth and the darkness was absolute. God said, “Ler there be light.”

And suddenly there was licht, And God saw that it was good.
God divided the light, which was day, from the darkness, which was night. And so ended
the first day and night of creation.

Next God said, “Let there be sky over the waters,” and called the sky heaven; and rhis
was on the second day.

On the third dav the land rose up through the warers, and God called the dry land carth
and the waters sea. At once grasses took root on the earth and every kind of plant; buds
opened, seeds sprouted, and trees grew heavy with fruit. And God saw that it was good.

On the fourth dav God said, “There must be lights in the sky to divide night from day

(n the third diy Giend
, Oin the secomd day creates Jand, sea, and
O the first day Giod HC Jerema o B ,' o *
I. Criowld creates sKy cvery kmd of plant
creates light |






